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Evaluacion de la OIT

Myanmar: Estimaciones de la OIT indican una fuerte
destruccion de empleo en el primer semestre de 2021

Una evaluacién rapida de la OIT en Myanmar apunta a una profunda crisis del
empleo tras el golpe militar, afladida a una economia ya debilitada por la
pandemia de COVID-19.

Comunicado de prensa | 19 de julio de 2021

© Asian Development Bank

YANGON, Myanmar (OIT Noticias) - Seguin estimaciones publicadas por la Organizacion
Internacional del Trabajo (OIT), desde que los militares tomaron el poder en febrero de este afio,
las condiciones del mercado laboral en Myanmar se han deteriorado significativamente.
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Con respecto al cuarto trimestre de 2020, para el segundo trimestre de 2021 se calcula una
contracciéon del empleo en un 6 por ciento, lo que refleja la pérdida de 1,2 millones de puestos de
trabajo. La pérdida de horas de trabajo en el primer semestre de 2021 rondaria el 14 por ciento, el
equivalente al tiempo de trabajo de al menos 2,2 millones de trabajadores a tiempo completo.

Las estimaciones indican que, tanto en términos de pérdida de horas de trabajo como de empleo,
las mujeres se han visto mas afectadas que los hombres.

“Myanmar ya se hallaba ante una crisis econdmica, con puestos de trabajo y medios de vida
amenazados a consecuencia de la pandemia de COVID-19. Sin embargo, las estimaciones indican
un grave y rapido deterioro del empleo en el primer semestre de este afio, a una escala que podria
sumir a muchas personas del pais en situacion de pobreza grave”, dijo el Sr. Donglin Li, Oficial de
Enlace/Representante de la OIT en Myanmar.

Todos los sectores de la economia se han visto afectados, siendo la construccion, la confecciény el
turismo y la hosteleria los mas perjudicados. Segun las estimaciones, en el primer semestre de
2021, el empleo en estos sectores disminuyd un 35, un 31y 25 por ciento respectivamente, y las
pérdidas en horas de trabajo relativas son incluso mayores.

Pueden consultarse mas detalles en Employment in Myanmar since the military takeover: A rapid
impact assessment >.
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» ILO brief

Employment in Myanmar since the military takeover:

A rapid impact assessment

Key points

¥ Following the military takeover in Myanmar on | February b Compared to the fourth quarter 2020, employment

2021, the ensuing political crisis has paralyzed the
ecanomy - which was already weakened by the COVID-19
pandemic - with serious impacts on enterprises and
workers.

P Estimates indicate that there has been a continuous
deterioration in labour market conditions since the military
takeover. In the first half of 2021, an estimated 14 per cent
of working hours were lost, which is equivalent to the
working time of at least 2.2 million full-time workers,

» Background

contracted by an estimated & per cent in the second
quarter 2021, reflecting job losses of 1.2 million. Women
have been more impacted by job losses than men.

Critical sectors have been hard hit. In the first half of 2021,
employment in construction, garments, and tourism and
hospitality decreased by an estimated 35 per cent, 31 per
centand 25 per cent, respectively, with even higher
relative losses in working hours.

On 1 February 2021, the Myanmar military seized
control of the government, following a general election
in Novernber 2020. Consequently, nationwide political
demanstrations and warker strikes over the military
takeover have been met with violence, intimidation and
harassment by security personnel

The political crisis has extensively destabilized the
economy and halted an expected economic recavery
from the COVID-19 pandemic. The World Bank, on 26
March, downgraded its 2021 GDP growth forecasts for
Myanmar from 5.9 per cent Lo a negative rate of -10 per

cent, citing such factors as the demonstrations, worker
strikes, and military actions, as well as mobility
restrictions, and the ongoing disruption of key public
services, banking, logistics, and internet services.'
Likewise, the Asian Development Bank, on 28 April,
projacted the economy to contract by 9.8 per cent in
20212

In this rapidly evolving context, and due ta the lack of
official employment statistics published afier the first
quarter 2020, this brief aims to estimate labour market
trends since the military takeover. The rapid impact

 World Bank, East Asi ol the Pacific comomic Upedate Apri 2021: Uneven recovery, 2021; “Myanmar's economy to contract 10% this year amie turmol -

World Bani’, Reuters, 26 March 2021.

*Asian pment Bank, (aak: financing @ green and inclusive recovery: April 2021, 2021.
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